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GETTY MUSEUM ANNOUNCES MAJOR GIFT OF PHOTOGRAPHS FROM COLLECTOR
AND
FILM INDUSTRY EXECUTIVE BRUCE BERMAN

Left: Saint Peter's Pentecostal Deliverance Center, 937 Home Street, South Bronx, 2002. Camilo José Vergara (American, born Chile, 1944).
Chromogenic print. 21.6 × 32.7 cm (8 1/2 × 12 7/8 in.). The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift of Bruce Berman and Lea Russo © Camilo José
Vergara
Right: Transients, New Mexico, negative about 1935; print before 1938. Dorothea Lange (American, 1895 - 1965). Gelatin silver print. 20.2 × 19.3
cm (7 15/16 × 7 5/8 in.) The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift of Bruce Berman and Lea Russo

LOS ANGELES – The J. Paul Getty Museum announced today a major gift of photographs
from collector and film industry executive Bruce Berman. The gift includes 186 works by 26
artists, seven of whom are entering the Getty’s collection for the first time. Reflecting
Berman’s passion for both black and white and color photographs of the American landscape
and built environment, the works feature the people, homes, cars, streets, churches, theaters,
and bars that are evocative of 20th-century American life. Among the artists included in the
gift are luminaries of the American documentary tradition, such as Harry Callahan (American,
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1912–1999), Walker Evans (American, 1903–1975), Dorothea Lange (American, 1895–1965),
and Camilo Jose Vergara (American, born Chile, 1944).
Berman, a founding member of the Getty
Museum’s Photographs Council, is a Los Angeles
resident who serves as chairman and CEO of Village
Roadshow Pictures. He amassed his photograph
collection based on an interest in the documentation
of 20th-century architecture, design, and lifestyles in
Southern California, and sought out photographers
whose work underscores a growing appreciation of
documentary photography as a uniquely American
art form. Together with 550 photographs donated
from 1998 to 2009, Berman has now donated more
than 700 photographs to the Museum, which have
greatly enhanced its holdings of 20th-century
photography.

1317 Cabrillo Avenue, Venice, 1998, 1998. John Humble
(American, born 1944). Chromogenic print. 57.5 × 48 cm (22
5/8 × 18 7/8 in.). The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift
of Bruce Berman and Lea Russo © John Humble

The gift also marks the ten-year anniversary of Where We Live: Photographs of America
from the Berman Collection, the inaugural exhibition in the J. Paul Getty Museum’s Center for
Photographs. Organized by former Senior Curator Judith Keller with donations and loans from
the Berman collection, that exhibition and the related donations mark one of the most fruitful
collaborations between a collector and curator.
“We are profoundly grateful to Bruce for his continued support of the Getty Museum’s
photographs collection,” says Timothy Potts, director of the J. Paul Getty Museum. “This
donation, coupled with his earlier contributions, will transform the quality and depth of our
holdings of numerous photographers, while also introducing the work of important new
artists. By focusing broadly on the theme of life in late-20th-century America, Bruce effectively
created a photographic survey of the landscape, buildings, and lifestyles of the era. We are
very fortunate in being able to draw upon such a rich archive for future exhibitions and look
forward to showcasing the works in upcoming shows.”
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“As an avid photographer in my teenage years, my appreciation for photographs has
evolved into collecting unique snapshots of urban life. It gives me great pride to share these
wonderful works with the Getty and future generations of Los Angelenos,” adds Berman.
The largest body of work included in the
gift is 67 photographs by Camilo José Vergara,
who has spent over 40 years recording poor,
urban, and minority neighborhoods across the
United States. His methodical approach to
photography involves researching his subjects,
often those living in the poorest neighborhoods
in the country, and systematically documenting
them over time. Berman’s gift includes the
photographer’s work in neighborhoods of Los
Angeles, New Jersey, and New York,
complementing 19 works by Vergara already

65 East 125th Street, Harlem, October 1981. Camilo José Vergara
(American, born Chile, 1944). Chromogenic print. 38.7 × 58.4 cm (15
1/4 × 23 in.). The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift of Bruce
Berman and Lea Russo. © Camilo José Vergara

in the Museum’s collection.
Other areas of the country are represented in Birney Imes’ and Mike Smith’s portrayal
of the rural south, Joel Sternfeld’s documentation of experimental utopias in America, William
Larson’s Tucson Garden series, and Martin Parr’s photographs of Boring, Oregon.
One of the new artists to enter the collection is Alice Attie (American, born 1950),
who lives and works in New York City. Her work focuses on people and buildings in urban
environments on the verge of change, producing a record of a world rapidly being lost as
gentrification and an influx of chain stores replace small businesses. Another, Esko Männikkö
(Finnish, born 1959), is based in northern Finland, where he captures deserted places and
traces of human presence with his camera.
Berman’s gift to the Getty includes:
Artists new to the collection:
3 works by Alice Attie (American, born 1950)
3 works by Henry Horenstein (American, born 1947)
3 works by Esko Männikkö (Finnish, born 1959)
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5 works by Michael C. McMillen (American, born 1946)
1 work by Alfred Seiland (Austrian, born 1952)
1 work by John Vachon (American, 1914–1975
1 work by Julian Wasser (American, born 1943)
Artists currently represented in the collection:
1 work by Frank Breuer (German, born 1963)
1 work by Harry Callahan (American, 1912–1999)
9 works by William Clift (American, born 1944)
2 works by Walker Evans (American, 1903–1975)
2 works by Steve Fitch (American, born 1949)
12 works by John Humble (American, born 1944)
16 works by Birney Imes (American, born 1951)
8 works by Dorothea Lange (American, 1895–1965)
8 works by William Larson (American, born 1942)
3 works by Russell Lee (American, 1903–1986)
1 work by Helen Levitt (American, 1913–2009)
1 work by Danny Lyon (American, born 1942)
1 work by Wright Morris (American, 1910–1998)
9 works by Martin Parr (British, born 1952)
11 works by Mike Smith (German, born 1951)
10 works by Joel Sternfeld (American, born 1944)
4 works by George Tice (American, born 1938)
67 works by Camilo José Vergara (American, born Chile, 1944)
3 works by Todd Webb (American, 1905–2000)

###
The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual
arts that includes the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation
Institute, and the Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience
from two locations: the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades.
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The J. Paul Getty Museum collects Greek and Roman antiquities, European paintings, drawings,
manuscripts, sculpture and decorative arts to 1900, as well as photographs from around the world to
the present day. The Museum’s mission is to display and interpret its collections, and present important
loan exhibitions and publications for the enjoyment and education of visitors locally and internationally.
This is supported by an active program of research, conservation, and public programs that seek to
deepen our knowledge of and connection of works of art.
Additional information is available at www.getty.edu.
Sign up for e-Getty at www.getty.edu/subscribe to receive free monthly highlights of events at the
Getty Center and the Getty Villa via e-mail, or visit www.getty.edu for a complete calendar of public
programs.

