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GETTY MUSEUM PRESENTS ONCE. AGAIN. PHOTOGRAPHS IN SERIES
Exhibition features work by LaToya Ruby Frazier, Camilo José Vergara, Donna Ferrato, Paul
Mpagi Sepuya, and William Christenberry, among others

At the J. Paul Getty Museum, Getty Center
July 9 –November 10, 2019

LEFT: Michael and Pam, 1973, Milton Rogovin (American, 1909 - 2011). Gelatin silver print. Image: 17.9 × 17.4 cm (7 1/16 × 6 7/8 in.). 97.XM.43.3.1.
The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. © Milton Rogovin. CENTER: Michael and Pam, 1984, Milton Rogovin (American, 1909 - 2011). Gelatin silver print.
Image: 17.5 × 16.3 cm (6 7/8 × 6 7/16 in.). 97.XM.43.3.2. The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. © Milton Rogovin. RIGHT: Michael and Pam, 1992,
Milton Rogovin (American, 1909 - 2011). Gelatin silver print. Image: 17.6 × 16.7 cm (6 15/16 × 6 9/16 in.). 97.XM.43.3.3. The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los
Angeles. © Milton Rogovin.

LOS ANGELES – Artists have long used cameras to record change, documenting
transformations in landscapes or intimate portraits of people at different times in their lives.
Once. Again. Photographs in Series, on view July 9-November 10, 2019 at the J. Paul Getty
Museum, Getty Center, features historical and contemporary artists who have revisited people
and places to make extended photographic series, prompting reflection on the impact of the
passage of time—on photographers as well as their subjects.
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The exhibition, drawn
primarily from the collection of the
Getty Museum, takes its cue from
artist Gordon Parks’ trips to Brazil
over several decades to document
the life of Flávio da Silva. Parks’
photographs are on view in Gordon
Parks: The Flávio Story, installed in
the adjacent galleries of the Center
for Photographs.
Photographing friends and

LEFT: Walnut Grove Standing, March 21, 1953, William A. Garnett (American, 1916 2006). Gelatin silver print. Image: 34.3 × 26.7 cm (13 1/2 × 10 1/2 in.). 2000.32.22.
The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. © Estate of William A. Garnett. RIGHT:
Walnut Grove Uprooted by Bulldozers, March 22, 1953, William A. Garnett (American,
1916 - 2006). Gelatin silver print. 2000.32.33. The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles.
© Estate of William A. Garnett.

family is a familiar pastime for many, and the exhibition includes the work of several artists
who made masterful portraits of loved ones over the course of many years. Alfred Stieglitz
photographed artist Georgia O’Keeffe frequently during their tumultuous 30 year relationship,
and the photographs on view expose shifts in their rapport as well as changes in Stieglitz’s
photographic style over time. Series by Harry Callahan of his wife Eleanor, Paul Strand of his
wife, artist Rebecca Salsbury, and Julia Margaret Cameron of her niece Julia Jackson similarly
offer fascinating reflections on the changes in relationships over time.
The exhibition also includes compelling contemporary portraits, including
photojournalist Seamus Murphy’s record of the physical and emotional toll inflicted upon a
family living in Afghanistan under rule of the Taliban, and Donna Ferrato’s documentation of a
woman who fled an abusive relationship. Both series register the struggles as well as triumphs.
A number of artists in the exhibition document seasonal and man-made changes in the
landscape. In a 1953 series by William A. Garnett, aerial photography is used to captures a
walnut grove before and after the trees were felled to make way for a housing development.
The startling perspective of Garnett’s images came to play an important role in the burgeoning
environmental movement. Richard Misrach used his move to a new home in the hills above
Berkeley, California, as an opportunity to take hundreds of photographs of the astonishing
range of colors and atmospheric conditions surrounding the Golden Gate Bridge at sunset
each evening. Several of his richly saturated sunset images are featured in the exhibition.
Works by Roni Horn, Jem Southam, and Josef Sudek also trace changes in the natural world,
to both political and poetic effect.
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LEFT: 65 East 125th Street, Harlem, October 1981, Camilo José Vergara (American, born Chile, 1944). Chromogenic print. Image: 38.7 × 58.4
cm (15 1/4 × 23 in.). 2016.165.44. The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift of Bruce Berman and Lea Russo. © Camilo José Vergara.
RIGHT: 65 East 125th Street, Harlem, October 1980, Camilo José Vergara (American, born Chile, 1944). Chromogenic print. Image: 37.8 × 58.5
cm (14 7/8 × 23 1/16 in.). 2016.165.46. The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift of Bruce Berman and Lea Russo. © Camilo José Vergara

Transformations in the built environment also reveal the profound effects of the
passage of time. LaToya Ruby Frazier documented the painful process of clearing the rooms of
her family home in a series of self-portraits in which she cloaked herself in the familiar
belongings of her loved ones. In order to spotlight socioeconomic changes in American
neighborhoods, Camilo José Vergara photographed the dramatic transformation of a single
Harlem storefront over 40 years, as it changed hands, changed facades, and split into two
establishments. Other artists in the exhibition, including John Divola and William
Christenberry, chronicle the disintegration of architecture over time, creating evocative
meditations on deterioration.
“‘Once again’ is a phrase repeated in a poem by William Wordsworth,” says Mazie Harris,
assistant curator of photographs at the Getty Museum and curator of the exhibition. “He was
fascinated by the powerful feeling that arises when revisiting a familiar place. He’s
experiencing his surroundings in real time and yet is constantly aware of his memories of being
there before. The photographers in this exhibition conjure that same sensation. They offer us
the opportunity to see people and places afresh, even as we track the powerful changes
wrought by time.”
Once. Again. Photographs in Series, is on view July 9-November 10, 2019 at the J. Paul
Getty Museum, Getty Center. The exhibition is curated by Mazie Harris, assistant curator of
photographs at the Getty Museum. Related events to come.
Admission to the Getty is always free.
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###
The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual
arts that includes the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation
Institute, and the Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience
from two locations: the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades.
The J. Paul Getty Museum collects Greek and Roman antiquities, European paintings, drawings,
manuscripts, sculpture and decorative arts to 1900, as well as photographs from around the world to the
present day. The Museum's mission is to display and interpret its collections, and present important loan
exhibitions and publications for the enjoyment and education of visitors locally and internationally. This
is supported by an active program of research, conservation, and public programs that seek to deepen
our knowledge of and connection to works of art.
Visiting the Getty Center
The Getty Center is open Tuesday through Friday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Admission to the Getty Center is always free. Parking rates vary. No reservation
is required for parking or general admission. Reservations are required for event seating and groups of
15 or more. Please call (310) 440-7300 (English or Spanish) for reservations and information. The TTY
line for callers who are deaf or hearing impaired is (310) 440-7305. The Getty Center is at 1200 Getty
Center Drive, Los Angeles, California.
Same-day parking at both Museum locations (Getty Center and Getty Villa) is available for one fee
through the Getty's Pay Once, Park Twice program. Visit the Museum Information Desk at the Center
or the Villa to obtain a coupon good for same-day complimentary parking at the other site.
Additional information is available at www.getty.edu.
Sign up for e-Getty at www.getty.edu/subscribe to receive free monthly highlights of events at the Getty
Center and the Getty Villa via e-mail, or visit www.getty.edu for a complete calendar of public programs.
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