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DR. PASCAL BERTRAND RECEIVES GETTY ROTHSCHILD FELLOWSHIP
Fellowship provides support for one distinguished scholar each year

Dr. Pascal Bertrand

LOS ANGELES – The Getty and the Rothschild Foundation today announced Dr. Pascal
Bertrand will be the fourth recipient of the Getty Rothschild Fellowship. The fellowship
supports innovative scholarship in the history of art, collecting and conservation, using the
collection and resources of both institutions. It offers the selected art historian, museum
professional or conservator the opportunity to research and study at both the Getty in Los
Angeles and Waddesdon Manor in Buckinghamshire, England.
Bertrand is currently Professor of Art History at the Université Bordeaux Montaigne in
Pessac, France. His primary areas of research include the history of European tapestries (14th to
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21st centuries), as well as the history of furniture and
the decorative arts in general. Bertrand served as
scientific and executive manager of ARACHNE, a
research project funded by the Agence Nationale de
la Recherche (ANR) in France that contextualized the
study of tapestries within the larger history of artistic
creation. The project brought together dozens of
international

researchers

development
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that
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important information about the makers, families,
and professional networks that played a role in the
production of tapestries.
During his fellowship, Bertrand will work
with Getty Museum curator Charissa Bremer-David
on a digital humanities project related to the 18thcentury pay registers of the Beauvais tapestry

Beauvais tapestry manufactory, detail of The
Fountain of Love (1755-1778). Wool warp,
wool and silk weft. Waddesdon (National
Trust) bequest of James de Rothschild, 1957,
acc no: 2438.3. Photo: Waddesdon Image
Library

manufactory, one of France’s most important
tapestry workshops. The registers cover the production of over 2,320 tapestries, which have
already been digitized and will become part of an open content resource that makes the
materials freely available online. The project intersects with the Beauvais tapestry holdings at
both Waddesdon Manor, which owns 37 pieces, and the J. Paul Getty Museum, which owns
16. Bertrand also expects to utilize the dealer archives and photo study collection of the Getty
Research Institute and draw on the Getty Vocabularies for the project’s data formatting. The
completed resource should significantly advance many fields of research, from art history and
provenance studies to social history and pre-industrial economics.
Bertrand says that his selection for the fellowship is “an outstanding opportunity to
explore a unique archival source and rethink the history of 18th century French tapestry
production.”
The selection process for the Getty Rothschild fellowship considers a number of
criteria, including whether the applicant’s work would benefit from proximity to the
collections and resources of the Getty and the Rothschild Foundation. Fellowships are for up
to eight months, with the time split equally between the Getty and Waddesdon Manor.
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Fellows also receive a stipend during their time at both locations. The fellowship is
administered by the Getty Foundation.
Past recipients of the fellowship include Dr. David Saunders, Dr. Thomas P. Campbell,
and Dr. Tessa Murdoch.
In 2014, Lord Jacob Rothschild received the Getty Medal for his contributions to the
practice, understanding, and support of the arts.
###
The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual
arts that includes the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation
Institute, and the Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience
from two locations: the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades.
The Getty Foundation fulfills the philanthropic mission of the Getty Trust by supporting individuals and
institutions committed to advancing the greater understanding and preservation of the visual arts in Los
Angeles and throughout the world. Through strategic grant initiatives, the Foundation strengthens art
history as a global discipline, promotes the interdisciplinary practice of conservation, increases access to
museum and archival collections, and develops current and future leaders in the visual arts. It carries
out its work in collaboration with the other Getty Programs to ensure that they individually and
collectively achieve maximum effect. Additional information is available at www.getty.edu/foundation.
Rothschild Foundation
The Rothschild Foundation continues the philanthropic tradition of the Rothschild family and their
longstanding support of arts and heritage. In addition to its ongoing commitment to Waddesdon
Manor, one of the last remaining 19th century Rothschild houses, the Foundation supports charitable
initiatives in the fields of arts and heritage, education, the environment and social welfare; fostering
discussion and debate alongside major initiatives within our policy areas.The Rothschild Foundation is a
UK charity chaired by Lord Rothschild.
Additional information is available at www.rothschildfoundation.org.uk
Waddesdon Manor
Waddesdon Manor was built by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild from 1874 to display his outstanding
collection of arts and to entertain the fashionable world. It combines the highest quality 18th-century
French decorative arts, magnificent English portraits and Dutch Old Master paintings with one of the
finest Victorian gardens in Britain, famous for its parterre and ornate working Aviary. Bequeathed to
the National Trust in 1957, Waddesdon is managed by the Rothschild Foundation on behalf of the
National Trust.
Additional information is available at www.waddesdon.org.uk
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