GARDENS

LOS ANGELES— The Getty Villa’s gardens
and landscaping create a dramatic backdrop
for the site’s classically inspired architecture,
with groves of olive trees, flowering shrubs,
cooking herbs, and other plant species
known from the ancient Mediterranean.
In addition to the historically accurate
species found in the four gardens and in
areas closest to the J. Paul Getty Museum
building, the landscape design also features
a mix of Mediterranean and native California
varieties, local plants of the Santa Monica mountains, and plants from other parts of the world that
grow in climates similar to that of Southern California.
Gardens
Gardens were important features of ancient life, with most houses containing both formal gardens
used for pleasure as well as household gardens filled with practical plantings.
Herb Garden: This informal garden features plants that were staples in gardens of ancient Roman
homes and grown for their religious significance, use in cooking, and for medicine. Spices and
herbs such as thyme, oregano, and basil are arranged in long beds along the north end of this
garden, which is framed by an olive grove at its western edge. Fruit trees bearing plums, apricots,
figs, and peaches are arranged at the south end, along with a range of plants from catmint and
spearmint to sage and chamomile, and a peeled cyprus grape arbor.
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East Garden: The highlight of this garden is a replica of an ancient niche water feature from the
House of the Large Fountain in Pompeii, decorated with shells and theater masks.
Surrounding the garden are tall white plaster walls, which have a clipped boxwood hedge and a
border of feverfew lining their base. Around the garden are eight sycamore trees and eight laurel
trees, large terracotta pots with strawberry trees and myrtle, as well as plantings of violets and
cyclamen that accent holly bushes and acanthus.
Inner Peristyle: This is the smaller of the two formal gardens. The space is surrounded by 36
columns and separated down the middle by a long, narrow pool. Bronze statues stand at its edges
and ivy topiaries provide a formal symmetry to the space. At each of its four corners, a white
fountain overflows into a pool outlined with gravel and creeping jenny. This garden is
predominantly green, filled with plants such as acanthus, myrtle, butcher’s broom, and ivy,
highlighted with colorful spots of foxglove, mullein, Canterbury bells, lily, hellebore, and other
flowers.
Outer Peristyle: This is the Villa’s largest and grandest garden. In classical Rome, this formal
space would have offered a peaceful spot for conversation and contemplation. The Outer Peristyle
is dominated by a large pool running down the center. Bronze sculpture and replicas of statues
discovered in the remains of the first-century Villa dei Papiri have been placed in their ancient
findspots. Trimmed ivy topiaries frame the edges of the pool, which is crowned at its north end with
two pomegranate trees and enclosed by 24 Grecian laurels on either side, mirroring the structural
columns of the building. Benches are available—located in arbors draped in grape vines, and
nestled in pockets surrounded by hand-crafted wood trellises.

Clusters of rose gardens are filled with ancient gallica, and damask, while much of the ground is
covered with a layer of sweet violet. Flowering perennials such as chamomile, daisy, and rosemary
are planted in abundance for variety and color, along with tulips, iris, Madonna lily, cyclamen,
sweet allysum, yarrow, morning glory and narcissus.
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The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual arts that
includes the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation Institute, and the
Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience from two locations:
the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Malibu.
The J. Paul Getty Museum collects Greek and Roman antiquities, European paintings, drawings,
manuscripts, sculpture and decorative arts to 1900, as well as photographs from around the world to the
present day. The Museum’s mission is to display and interpret its collections, and present important loan
exhibitions and publications for the enjoyment and education of visitors locally and internationally. This is
supported by an active program of research, conservation, and public programs that seek to deepen our
knowledge of and connection to works of art.
Visiting the Getty Villa
The Getty Villa is open Wednesday through Monday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is closed Tuesdays, Thanksgiving,
December 25 (Christmas Day), and January 1. Admission to the Getty Villa is always free, but a ticket is
required for admission. Tickets can be ordered in advance, or on the day of your visit, at www.getty.edu/visit
or at (310) 440-7300. Parking is $15 per car, but reduced to $10 after 3 p.m. Groups of 15 or more must
make reservations by phone. For more information, call (310) 440-7300 (English or Spanish); (310) 4407305 (TTY line for the deaf or hearing impaired). The Getty Villa is at 17985 Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific
Palisades, California. Same-day parking at both Museum locations (Getty Center and Getty Villa) is
available for $15 through the Getty’s Pay Once, Park Twice program.
Additional information is available at www.getty.edu.
Sign up for e-Getty at www.getty.edu/subscribe to receive free monthly highlights of events at the Getty
Center and the Getty Villa via e-mail, or visit www.getty.edu for a complete calendar of public programs.

