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Statement from Ron Hartwig, spokesperson for the J. Paul Getty Trust,
regarding the ruling in Pesaro on the Victorious Youth
We have just received the judge’s decision and are reviewing it. We are disappointed in the ruling, but
we will continue to defend our legal right to the statue. The facts in this case do not warrant restitution
of the object to Italy. The statue was found in international waters in 1964, and was purchased by the
Getty Museum in 1977, years after Italian courts concluded there was no evidence that the statue
belonged to Italy.
Moreover, the statue is not part of Italy’s extraordinary cultural heritage. Accidental discovery by
Italian citizens does not make the statue an Italian object. Found outside the territory of any modern
state, and immersed in the sea for two millennia, the Bronze has only a fleeting and incidental
connection with Italy.
We very much value our strong and fruitful relationship with the Italian Ministry of Culture and our
museum colleagues in Italy. Resolution of this matter must rest on the facts and applicable law, under
which we expect our ownership of the Victorious Youth to be upheld.
###
The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual arts that
includes the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation Institute, and the Getty
Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience from two locations: the Getty
Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Malibu.
The J. Paul Getty Museum collects in seven distinct areas, including Greek and Roman antiquities, European
paintings, drawings, manuscripts, sculpture and decorative arts, and photographs gathered internationally. The
Museum's mission is to make the collection meaningful and attractive to a broad audience by presenting and
interpreting the works of art through educational programs, special exhibitions, publications, conservation, and
research.

